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ROYSTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Divisional  Health  Office, 
6  Victoria  Road, 
BARNSLEY. 

December,  1959 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Royston  Urban  District  Council  : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Westwood,  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  third  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  social  conditions  of  your  district  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1958.  Tt  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report 
a  drop  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  during  the  year,  which  now 
stands  at  about  the  normal  average.  In  connection  with  these 
statistics  it  will  be  noted  that  your  peri-natal  mortality  rate  is 
the  lowest  since  my  records  began. 

The  progress  in  immunisation  and  vaccination  statistics 
continued  to  improve  with  a  large  proportion  of  this 
Department’s  time  being  devoted  to  Poliomyelitis  vaccination. 
The  number  of  children  vaccinated  against  this  disease  was 
increased  more  than  four-fold  during  the  year.  The  incidence 
of  infectious  disease  was  fairly  high,  but  this  was  due  in  a 
large  measure  to  an  outbreak  of  Measles  which  is  a  periodic 
disease. 


1  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  to  thank  Mrs.  Westwood 
and  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
support,  my  Divisional  Health  Staff  for  their  willing  assistance 
and  your  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  G.  E.  Millar,  for  the  loyal 
co-operation  he  has  always  afforded  me. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BARNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ROYSTON 


SECTION  I 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

Area  .  1 ,452  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

mid  1958  8,330 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  rate 

book  31st  December,  1958  .  3,006 

Rateable  Value  31st  December,  1958  .  £56,104 

Nett  product  of  a  Penny  Rate  .  £196  5  9 

The  district  is  predominantly  a  coal-mining  area  with  the 
majority  of  the  population  earning  their  living  directly  or 
indirectly  from  the  industry. 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


VITAfL  STATISTICS 

M&let  Females  Total 

.  82  78  160 

.  2  1  3 


84  79  163 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  was  163,  20  more  than 
in  the  previous  year.  There  was  also  a  marked  change  in  the 
proportion  of  mothers  who  had  their  babies  at  home  as  opposed 
to  having  them  in  hospitals  or  maternity  homes.  During  the  year 
there  were  91  domiciliary  confinements  and  72  institutional 
confinements.  Thus  45%  of  mothers  were  delivered  in  hospitals 
compared  with  55%  in  the  previous  year.  The  adjusted  birth 
rate  for  your  district  last  year  was  19.0  per  1,000  estimated 
population  as  compared  with  16.8  per  1,000  estimated  population 
in  1957  and  with  16.4  per  1,000  estimated  population  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Stillbirths 

2  stillbirths  were  notified  last  year  as  compared  with  3  in 
1957.  The  stillbirth  rate  was  12.1  per  1.000  total  births  as 
compared  with  20.5  per  1,000  total  births  in  1957  and  with  21.6 
per  1,000  total  births  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

The  adjusted  death  rate,  which  is  the  crude  death  rate 
multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor,  was  14.0  per  1,000 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  11.7  per  LOCK)  in  1957 
and  with  11.7  per  1,000  estimated  population  for  England  and 
Wales.  There  were  86  deaths  among  the  inhabitants  of  your 
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district,  an  increase  of  15  on  the  previous  year,  and  the 
principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  heart  and  circulatory  diseases,  cancer,  respiratory 
diseases.  Statistics  relating-  to  death  rates  and  causes  and 
ages  at  death  are  given  in  tabular  form  at  the  end  of  the 
section  on  vital  statistics. 

Infant  Mortality  and  Peri-Natal  Mortality 

There  were  4  infant  deaths  last  year  in  your  district  com¬ 
pared  with  5  in  1957.  This  represents  an  infant  death  rate  of 
24.5  compared  with  24.4  for  the  administrative  County  and  22.5 
for  England  and  Wales.  Peri-natal  mortality  is  expressed  as 
the  number  of  stillbirths  plus  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  first 
week  of  life,  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths.  I  give  below  the 
record  of  peri-natal  mortality  in  your  district  for  the  last  seven 
vears. 


Year 

Live 

Birth* 

Still 

Birth* 

Death*  in 
fir*t  week 
of  life 

Peri -natal 
Death  Rate 

1952 

124 

5 

5 

77.5 

1953 

123 

2 

4 

48.0 

1954 

123 

6 

4 

77.5 

1955 

127 

7 

1 

59.6 

1956 

158 

2 

2 

25.0 

1957 

143 

3 

2 

34.2 

1958 

163 

2 

1 

18.2 

1  think  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  peri-natal  mortality  in 
your  district  was  the  lowest  since  my  records  began.  This  obviously 
calls  for  some  satisfaction,  but  it  would  be  unwise  to  attribute 
too  much  significance  to  these  figures  as  very  small  changes  in 
actual  numbers  can  produce  wide  ranges  in  rates  per  thousand. 

The  illegitimate  infant  death  rate  was  nil. 


INFANT  DEATHS 
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Prematurity  . 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  abnormality 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningitis  . 

1 

1 

Acute  Bronchitis . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

l 

— 

— 

1 

TOTAL  ...  1 


1  1  1 


1  4 


Maternal  Mortality 

I  have  to  report  that  there  was  no  death  due  to  maternal 
causes  last  year. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12'. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1958 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Meningococcal  Infections  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . „ 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

Hypertension  . 

Other  heart  disease  . 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

Influenza  . .  . 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  .  . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males  Females  Total 


2  4  6 

3—3 

1  1 

—  1  1 

3  6  9 

1  —  1 

—  22 
2  3  5 

11  4  15 

1  1 

7  13  20 

2  2 

2  2 

1  —  1 

1  —  1 

1  —  1 

1  1  2 

1  —  1 

5  2  7 

1  —  1 

4  4 


ALL  CAUSES 


40  46  86 


DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  1  year  ... 

Males 

3 

Females 

1 

Total 

4 

1-  5  years 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years 

— 

— 

— 

10-15  vears 

— 

— 

— 

15-20  vears 

— 

— 

— 

20-25  years 

— 

1 

1 

25-35  vears 

1 

— 

1 

35-45  years 

1 

— 

1 

45-55  vears 

2 

4 

6 

55-65  years 

7 

7 

14 

65-70  years 

8 

5 

13 

70-75  years 

5 

7 

12 

75-80  vears 

7 

11 

18 

80-85  years 

— 

8 

8 

85-90  years 

6 

1 

7 

90  years  and  over 

— 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

40 

46 

86 

PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 

Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  figures. 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population : 

Crude  . 

Adjusted  . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  : 

Crude  . 

Adjusted  . 

infective  ind  Parasitic  diseases 
excluding  Tuberculosis  but 
including  Venereal  Diseases 
Tuberculosis : 

Respiratory  . 

Other  . 

All  forms  . 

Cancer  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  . 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 

Respiratory  diseases  . 

Maternal  Mortality  . 

Infant  Mortality  . 

Stillbirths  . 


Aggregate 

England 

West 

West 

and 

Royston 

Riding 

R.ding 

Wales 

Urban 

Urban 

Admin. 

(prov. 

District 

Districts 

County 

figures) 

19.6 

16.3 

16.7 

16.4 

19.0 

16.4 

16.9 

16.4 

10.3 

12.8 

11.9 

11.7 

14.0 

13.3 

13.0 

11.7 

Not 

— 

0.04 

0.05 

available 

_ 

0.09 

0.09 

0.09 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

0.09 

0.09 

0.10 

2.52 

2.11 

1.97 

2.12 

Not 

0.60 

2.13 

1.93 

available 

Not 

4.56 

5.00 

4.59 

available 

Not 

0.48 

1.4 

1.33 

available 

— 

0.41 

0.43 

0.43 

24.5 

23.2 

24.4 

22.5 

12.1 

23.0 

22.8 

21.6 
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SECTION  II 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


Staff 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a  part-time  officer  of  the 
Council  but  he  is  engaged  on  whole-time  Public  Health  work 
being  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  surrounding  districts 
and  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Division  No.  25 
of  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  One  Public  Health 
Inspector  is  employed  by  the  Council. 

General  Hospitals 

The  general  hospitals  serving  your  district  are  given  below. 
Their  administration  rests  with  the  Leeds  and  Sheffield  Hospital 
Boards  through  the  local  hospital  management  committees. 
Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board : 

1.  Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

2.  General  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

3.  Leeds  General  Infirmary. 

Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board: 

1.  The  United  Group  Hospitals,  Sheffield. 

2.  The  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

3.  The  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 

All  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  admission  were 
admitted  to  the  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley.  The  ambulance 
arrangements  were  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  with  the 
hospital  retaining  its  own  ambulances  for  the  service. 

Maternity  Hospitals 

Maternity  Cases  were  usually  admitted  to  the  following 
hospitals : 

St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Pindar  Oaks  Maternity  Home,  Barnsley. 

Manygates  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  Chapeltown. 

The  services  of  the  Jessop  Hospital,  Sheffield,  and  the 
Maternity  Hospital,  Leeds,  were  also  available  for  abnormal 
obstetric  cases. 

Tuberculosis 

Most  patients  suffering  from  the  disease  are  admitted  to 
the  Wath  Wood  Sanatorium  and  co-operation  is  maintained 
with  the  Chest  Physician  who  holds  out-patients’  sessions 
at  the  Chest  Clinic,  46  Church  Street,  Barnsley.  Details  of 
sessions  are  as  follows : 
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T  uesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday  .... 


10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  (children) 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 

2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  (children) 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 


Venereal  Diseases 

The  nearest  centre  for  Royston  patients  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  in  Barnsley. 

Other  centres  are  situate  at  Sheffield,  Wakefield  and 
Rotherham  and  a  patient  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  is  at 
liberty  to  attend  at  the  centre  of  his  choice.  Treatment  is 
completely  confidential. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Wesleyan  Sunday 
School,  High  Street,  Royston,  on  Wednesdays,  10.0  a.m.  to  12.0 
noon  and  2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  clinics  are  held  in  the  same  premises  on  Tuesdays, 
2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Further  details  are  given  in  the  County  Services  Division 
of  this  report. 


Laboratory  Service 

The  laboratory'  service  was  provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Wakefield,  a  national  service  under  the  control  of 
the  Medical  Research  Council.  The  laboratory  is  equipped  to 
deal  with  all  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations,  and 
a  complete  investigation  is  undertaken  and  report  furnished  for 
every  specimen  sent  for  examination. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for 
chemical  analysis  were  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  at 
Bradford  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council 


Ambulance  Service 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council.  The  depot  for  your  area  being  at  South  Kirkby, 
Telephone  No.  South  Elmsall  291. 


SECTION  III 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  in  your  district 
in  1958  amounted  to  282  cases  as  compared  with  27  in  1957. 
This  was  largely  accounted  for  by  an  outbreak  of  Measles  and 
to  some  extent  by  a  small  outbreak  of  Dysentery. 
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No.  ot  Admitted 
Case*  to 

Notified  Hospital  Died 


Measles 

247  — 

_ 

Pneumonia 

1  1 

_ 

Pood  Poisoning 
Dysentery 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

30 

3 

TOTALS 

282  1 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

Trere  was  no  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the  year, 
and  comment  is  not  called  for. 

Measles 

247  cases  of  Measles  occurred  during  the  year.  This,  of 
course,  is  a  marked  increase  over  the  previous  year  hut  follows 
two  years  of  “low”  incidence. 

Smallpox 

No  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  during  the  year.  The  number 
of  infants  vaccinated  was  44  as  compared  with  28  in  the  previous 
year.  This  represents  27%  of  the  .infant  population  as  com¬ 
pared  with  19%  in  1957.  This  is  a  welcome  increase  but  still 
cannot  be  regarded  as  at  all  satisfactory. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
only  3  cases  of  Whooping  Cough.  The  immunisation  statistics 
for  Diphtheria  showed  some  over-all  improvement  last  year. 
Statistics  show  that  82.9%  of  all  children  in  your  district  in  the 
age  group  0-14  years  were  immunised  with  49.6%  in  the  0-14 
years  group  and  98.0%  in  the  5-14  years  group  protected. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  again  showed  some 
improvement  with  1 19  infants  immunised  in  1958  as  compared 
with  98  in  the  previous  year.  This  represents  approximately 
73%  of  the  infant  population,  and  1  think  this  is  in  a  large 
measure  due  to  the  combined  vaccine,  which  was  introduced  at 
the  end  of  1957. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 
Vaccination  against  the  disease  continued  and  during  the  year 
800  children  under  the  age  of  15  years  were  vaccinated  with  two 
doses ;  39  in  the  young  adult  group  and  5  expectant  mothers. 
The  total  number  of  persons  vaccinated  against  the  disease  since 
the  inception  of  the  scheme  was  1,108  in  Royston,  and  by  the  end 
of  the  year  the  waiting  list  stood  at  only  37. 


Food  Poisoning 

1  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Dysentery 

30  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year.  This 
of  necessity  causes  a  good  deal  of  work  in  Mr.  Millar’s  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  I  should  like  to  express  mv  appreciation  for  his 
keenness  during  this  outbreak. 

Tuberculosis 

1  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  no  cases  of  Non- 
l’ul  monary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  last  year,  as  compared  with 
2  and  2  respectively  in  1957.  There  was  no  death  from  the 
disease  during  the  year. 

The  co-operation  which  has  always  existed  between  this 
department  and  the  Chest  Clinic  happily  continued  through  the 
year.  The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  attached  to  the  Chest 
Physician  helped  to  maintain  an  even  better  liaison  between  the 
two  departments,  and  1  feel  this  is  one  facet  of  our  work  in 
which  excellent  co-operation  exists  between  the  hospital  and  the 
local  authority  services. 


TUBERCULOSIS — Record  of  Cases  during  1958 


No  of  cases  on  register  at  1st  January, 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non- Pul  monary 

M  F 

1958  .  ...  . . i  ... 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  the  first  time 

18 

12 

3 

3 

during  year  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  cases  restored  to  register . 

No.  of  cases  added  to  register  otherwise 

1 

— 

— 

— 

than  bv  notification . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

No.  removed  to  other  districts  . 

No.  cured  or  otherwise  removed  from 

1 

— 

— 

— 

register . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  died  from  Tuberculosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  died  from  other  causes  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  at  end  of  1958 

19 

13 

3 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1958 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Non-  Non 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

0-  1 

year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-  5 

years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10 

years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-15 

15-20 

years 

years 

— 

20-25 

years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

years* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

years 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

45-55 

years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Over 

65  vears 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  1 
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SECTION  IV 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Royston  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  thirteenth 
Annual  Report  showing  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Section 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  vear  ended  31st 
December,  1958. 

As  in  earlier  reports,  those  portions  of  this  Report  dealing 
with  the  Public  Cleansing  Service,  Salvage  and  Cemetery 
refer  to  the  Financial  Year  ended  1st  April,  1959,  whilst  the 
remainder  of  the  Report  deals  specifically  with  the  Calendar 
Year. 

As  no  appreciable  difference  in  the  Bank  Rate  became 
apparent  during  the  year,  so  also  did  the  provision  of  houses 
by  the  Council  remain  in  abeyance.  Private  building,  also, 
continued  to  show  signs  of  slowing  down,  but  11  privately 
built  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 
Some  increase  in  the  tempo  of  repair  and  reconditioning  of 
older  properties  began  to  be  apparent,  but  this  will  have  to 
be  stepped  up  very  considerably  if  the  unchecked  ravages  of 
time  and  a  dirty  atmosphere  are  to  be  tackled  realistically. 
It  would  appear  that  difficulties  in  retaining  or  replacing 
skilled  building  labour,  referred  to  in  previous  Reports 
continued. 

Continuing  increases  in  wages  and  other  Charges  were 
automatically  reflected  in  the  costs  of  repair  and  recondition¬ 
ing  work  but  this  aspect  will  be  considered  more  fully  later 
in  this  Report.  The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Rent  Act, 
1957,  of  which  such  high  hopes  had  been  held,  did  not 
materialise  although  some  slight  benefit  must  have  accrued 
to  a  few  tenants.  Owners  of  property,  and  possible  pur¬ 
chasers  of  older  property  showed  more  concern  as  to  the 
possible  continuing  life  of  houses,  and  enquiries  in  this  respect 
continue  to  increase. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report,  once  again,  that  during 
the  year  under  review  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve 
Statutory  Notices  requiring  works  of  repair  to  be  carried  out, 
and  this,  I  feel,  can  be  taken  as  an  indication  that  Owners 
and  Agents  realise  more  than  ever,  the  imperative  need  of 
ploughing  money  back  into  property  to  counteract  normal 
deterioration  of  fabric,  accelerated  by  heavy  atmospheric 
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pollution.  An  increasing-  number  of  houses  were  more 
thoroughly  overhauled,  without  the  service  of  any  notice, 
than  has  been  evident  for  some  years,  and  credit  is  due  to  the 
owners  of  such  properties  for  their  efforts  to  maintain  the 
houses  at  a  somewhat  higher  standard  of  general  fitness. 

In  some  instances,  as  has  been  said  in  earlier  years, 
approach  had  to  be  made  to  Owners  or  Agents  advising  them 
against  any  expenditure,  other  than  absolutely  essential 
expenditure  to  keep  roofs  watertight  etc.,  as  properties 
concerned  no  longer  justified  even  moderate  amounts  of 
money  being  spent  on  them,  but,  again,  this  will  be  dealt 
with  more  fully  in  that  Section  of  the  Report  dealing  with 
Housing. 

In  more  instances,  very  heavy  expenditure  must  have 
been  involved  where  not  only  was  fabric  completely  re¬ 
pointed,  but  extensions  were  carried  out  in  order  that  houses 
might  be  provided  with  modern  amenities. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

The  number  of  complaints  of  varying  types  of  verminous 
infestation  again  decreased  during  the  year.  In  only  one 
instance  was  a  case  of  infestation  by  bed  bugs  found,  and 
equiries  revealed  the  fact  that  the  infestation  arose  from 
gifts  of  furniture  and  bedding.  I  was,  however,  unable  to 
get  information  as  to  the  actual  source  of  the  infested  articles. 
Fortunately,  the  infestation  was  not  of  long  standing  and 
with  the  all  too  willing  co-operation  of  the  tenant,  was  quickly 
cleared  up.  Visits  after  treatment  revealed  no  residual  in¬ 
festation.  It  is  good  to  be  able  to  report  a  progressive  falling 
off  of  infestations  of  this  type,  and  we  can  but  hope  that  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  disinfestation  work  which 
has  now  been  carried  out  for  years  will  result  in  elimination 
of  bed  bugs,  at  least  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  At  the 
same  time,  I  am  equally  convinced  that  tenants  have  realised 
that  with  perseverance,  these  pests  can  be  eliminated  and 
must  not  be  expected  and  tolerated  in  older  properties.  It 
can  also  be  said  that  tenants  come  forward  much  more 
readily  than  was  the  case  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago  when 
they  suspected  possible  infestation. 

Details  of  complaints  of  various  types  of  infestation 
will  be  found  in  the  Table,  later  in  this  Report,  showing 
Complaints  received. 

Treatment  followed  the  lines  of  earlier  years  and 
continues  to  give  satisfactory  results. 

Some  cricket  infestation  continued  on  the  Council’s 
Refuse  Tip,  but  was  not  so  extensive  as  some  years  ago. 
Regular  treatment  of  the  Tip  with  insecticidal  powder 
continued  to  be  well  worth  while. 


TRANSFER  OF  TENANTS  TO  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Houses  and  effects  of  applicants  selected  as  tenants  for 
Council  Properties  continued  to  be  inspected  for  the  presence 
of  vermin,  prior  to  removal,  as  in  recent  years.  17  houses 
were  inspected  in  this  connection,  and  once  again,  in  no 
instance,  was  any  evidence  of  possible  verminous  infestation 
found. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

(a)  Water  Supply 

Water  continues  to  be  supplied  by  the  Barnsley  Corpora¬ 
tion,  in  bulk,  but  is  distributed  by  this  Council.  This  matter 
is  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s  Surveyor  in  his  capacity  as 
Water  Engineer. 

(b)  Closet  Accommodation 

During  the  year,  1 1  water  closets  were  provided  for  new 
houses,  16  additional  water  closets  were  provided  for  existing 
properties,  one  water  closet  was  demolished  and  a  new  one 
provided  in  lieu,  and  still  further  water  closets  were  provided 
as  a  result  of  the  modernisation  of  club  and  licensed  premises. 

The  following  statistics  show  the  position  in  the  District 
at  the  end  of  the  year: — 

Percentage  of  houses  provided  with  water  closets  98.8% 
Houses  provided  with  waste  water  or  trough  closets  Nil 

Houses  provided  with  chemical  closets  .  .1% 

Houses  served  by  privy  middens  .  1.1% 

During  the  year,  the  privies  serving  the  houses  6  to  16, 
The  Avenue  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system  of 
drainage  and  investigations  were  undertaken  regarding  the 
possibility  of  converting  other  of  the  few  remaining  privies. 
Informal  action  in  this  respect  continues  to  be  pursued,  and 
I  hope  that  in  the  reasonably  near  future,  all  but  a  very  small 
number  will  be  converted.  Further  investigations  also  took 
place  so  far  as  Guisley  Cottages  are  concerned,  and  by  the 
time  another  Report  is  prepared,  it  could  be  possible  to  report 
that  sewerage  for  this  part  of  the  District  has  been  provided. 

Renewed  applications  were  received  from  owners  in  Fee 
Lane  asking  the  Council  to  accept  responsibility  for  the 
cleansing  ol  cesspools,  but  after  prolonged  consideration  of 
the  applications,  the  applicants  were  again  advised  that  the 
Council  were  unable  to  depart  from  their  decisions  of  earlier 
years. 

( c )  Public  Cleansing  Service 

The  following  report  on  the  Public  Cleansing  Service 
refers  to  the  Financial  Year  ended  1st  April,  1959. 
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Details  of  the  various  types  of  refuse  receptacles  in  use 
iu  the  District  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  shown  below: — 

Dustbins  .  2630 

Dry  Ashpits  .  Nil 

Privy  Middens  .  13 

Chemical  Closets  .  2 

Cleansing  of  the  remaining  privies  continued  to  be  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Cleansing  Staff,  every  effort  being  made  to 
maintain  monthly  cleansing.  This  work  is  performed  before 
normal  working  hours,  the  men  engaged  upon  it  being  paid 
at  overtime  rates.  Except  for  minor  upsets,  the  work 
proceeds  reasonably  satisfactorily,  and  is  completed  with  the 
minimum  of  nuisance  arising  and  mainly  before  most  people, 
and  especially  children,  are  about.  Normal  collection  of 

refuse  proceeds  without  dislocation  as  a  result  of  this  system. 


The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  refuse 
receptacles  emptied  during  the  year,  the  number  of  loads 
collected,  and  the  estimated  weight  of  refuse  removed  : — 


Receptacles 

No.  Emptied 

No.  of  Loads 

Estimated 

T 

w 

c 

e'ghts 

Q 

Dustbins  etc. 

133,727 

1,888 

5124 

2 

0 

Privy  Middens 

180 

43 

206 

2 

0 

Trade  Refuse 

— 

414 

207 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

133,727 

2,345 

5537 

4 

0 

Particular  mention  was  made  in  the  Report  for  1957  of 
the  serious  amount  of  broken  time  during  that  year.  Despite 
the  publicity  which  the  Press  gave  the  matter  when  the  Annual 
Report  was  published,  labour  difficulties  continued  during  the 
year  now  under  review.  Whilst  time  lost  was  less,  I  regret 
to  have  to  say  that  a  total  of  2, 5044  man  hours  were  lost  and 
sick  pay  amounted  to  £222/1/8.  The  wole  matter  was  under 
constant  review.  Reasonably  regular  collection  was  able  to 
be  maintained  but  frequent  staff  absences  did  not  allow  a 
weekly  collection  to  be  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

It  was  possible,  once  again,  to  have  a  more  modern  rear 
loading  vehicle,  of  slightly  larger  capacity,  on  demonstration 
during  the  year.  As  the  Karrier  Bantam  7  cu.  yd.  vehicle 
was  considered  to  be  no  longer  adequate  in  size  to  cope  with 
additional  work  which  must  arise  when  further  building  takes 
place,  the  question  arose  as  to  whether  it  would  become 
necessary  to  purchase  a  second  vehicle  of  the  same  capacity 
or  whether  a  larger  capacity  vehicle  would  meet  the  needs 
of  this  work.  On  demonstration,  it  was  proved  that  a  12/14 
cu.  yd.  would  be  able  to  cope  with  such  additional  work. 
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An  SD  12/14  cu.  yd.  rear  loading  vehicle  was  ordered  and 
delivery  was  made  in  time  for  the  vehicle  to  be  brought  into 
use  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  Financial  Year.  The  work 
done  by  this  vehicle  will  form  the  subject  of  comment  in  the 
next  Report. 

As  in  earlier  years,  assistance  on  the  Refuse  Tip  had  to 
be  withdrawn,  all  too  frequently,  to  maintain  adequate  labour 
with  the  Cleansing  Vehicle  making  the  work  of  the  Tip 
Controller  very  much  heavier. 

Every  effort  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  made  to 
maintain  weekly  cleansing  of  the  District  but  constant  staff 
absences  retard  this  work,  and  if  absence  is  only  for  short 
periods,  the  employment  of  temporary  labour  is  inadvisable. 

When  vacancies  were  advertised  applications  were  very 
few  and  although  more  labour  could  have  been  expected  to 
be  available,  I  tear  that  in  many  instances  people  available 
for  work  could  not  be  regarded  as  suitable  for  work  with  the 
Public  Cleansing  Service. 

1  sincerely  hope  that  when  another  Report  is  written  a 
much  more  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  can  be  presented. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  Cleansing  Costs 
during  the  Financial  Year  ended  1st  April,  1959: — 


COSTING 


House  and  Trade  Refuse 

Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Wages  . 

3216 

14 

8 

681 

8 

6 

3898 

3 

2 

Petrol  and  Oil  . 

171 

8 

1 

— 

171 

8 

T 

Spares  and  Repairs  . 

104  11 

2 

24 

7 

6 

128 

18 

8 

Totals — Excluding 

General  Administrative 

Charges  and  Depreciation 

3492 

13 

11 

705 

16 

0 

4198 

9 

11 

Cost  per  ton  . 

12 

9 

2 

5 

15 

2 

General  Administrative 
Charges  and  Depreciation 

410 

8 

1 

95 

4 

2 

505 

12 

3 

Total  Cost — Including 

General  Administrative 
Charges  and  Depreciation 

3903 

2 

0 

801 

0 

2 

4704 

2 

2 

Cost  per  ton  . 

14 

1 

2 

11 

17 

0 

Estimated  Population  (mid-summer  1958 — 

Registrar  General’s  figure) . 

Number  of  houses  or  premises  in  the  District  .... 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  . 

Product  of  Id.  Rate . 

Total  Tonnage  Collected . 

Output  of  Refuse  per  1000  population  per  annum 
Output  of  Refuse  per  1000  population  per  day  .... 

Average  length  of  haul  . 
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8330 
300b 
£56104 
£196  5  9 
T  C  Q 
5537  4  0 
639  1 7  2 
115  0 
1  mile 


Based  on  the  Estimated  Weights,  the  weight  of  domestic 
refuse  collected  per  1,000  population  per  day  was  slightly 
more  than  35  cwts.- — -a  further  small  decrease  on  the  figure 
a  year  or  two  ago.  Once  again,  however,  in  view  of  regular 
weekly  cleansing  not  being  able  to  be  maintained,  this  figure 
cannot  be  regarded  as  truly  comparative  for  statistical 
purposes.  In  view  of  the  constant  progress  being  made  by 
installing  modern  solid  fuel  burning  appliances  and  replace¬ 
ment  of  older  inefficient  appliances,  I  had  expected  a  much 
more  marked  decrease  in  the  weight  of  domestic  refuse. 
The  quality  of  house  coal  continued  to  be  much  better  than 
a  few  years  ago  and  heavy  contraries  in  coal  are  much  less. 
Refuse,  by  now,  whilst  being  bulky,  should  be  much  less 
dense.  Only  one  conclusion  can  be  arrived  at,  therefore,  and 
that  is — ever  increasing  quantities  of  garden  refuse  continue 
to  find  their  way,  regularly,  into  dustbins. 

It  has  been  noted  that  as  more  people  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  into  new  property,  so  has  the  quantity  of  partly  burned 
coal  in  dustbins  decreased.  Even  so,  it  continues  to  be 
higher  than  it  should  be  but  could  arise  from  the  remaining 
obsolescent  appliances  still  in  regular  use  in  some  older 
properties.  The  ash  remaining  in  modern  appliances  is  very 
light  in  character  and  gives  rise  to  difficulty  in  consolidating 
the  Tip.  As  some  decrease  is  becoming  apparent,  it  could  be 
that  by  the  time  another  Report  is  prepared,  a  marked 
decrease  in  the  weight  of  refuse  collected  will  be  able  to 
be  recorded. 

With  more  houses  being  occupied,  and  such  houses  having 
additional  accommodation  than  houses  vacated,  it  is  true  to 
say  that  more  fires  were  in  regular  use,  giving  rise  to 
increased  refuse,  but  it  would  be  most  interesting  to  know 
whether  the  total  quantity  of  fuel  used  has  increased 
proportionately  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of  houses 
occupied.  If  no  such  increase  has  taken  place,  this  can  be 
used  as  an  indication  of  the  wastefulness  of  older  appliances. 

Dissatisfaction  amongst  housewives  against  old  ranges, 
etc.,  wit  hthe  drudgery  involved  in  keeping  these  clean  became 
even  more  apparent,  and  replacements  continue  to  increase, 
It  is  regretted,  however,  that  where  light  modern  appliances 
have  been  fixed,  these  are  neglected  and  soon  become  badly 
stained. 

Restrictions  on  the  purchase  of  solid  fuel  were  removed 
during  the  year,  but  lessons  learned  during  the  period  of 
restricted  supplies  still  appear  to  be  followed,  as  no  marked 
increase  in  partly  burned  fuel  in  domestic  refuse  has  become 
apparent.  Price  of  coal  could  be  the  reason. 


17 


The  light  nature  of  refuse,  coupled  with  an  ever  in¬ 
creasing  quantity  of  garden  refuse,  hedge  clippings,  etc.  in 
dustbins  gave  rise  to  heating  in  the  Tip  as  well  as  providing 
food  and  heat  adequate  for  the  breeding  of  crickets.  Regular 
dressing  of  the  Tip  with  insecticidal  powder  kept  the 
infestation  within  bounds. 

No  allowance  is  made  in  calculating  the  cost  per  ton 
(collection  and  disposal)  of  income  from  the  sale  of  salvaged 
materials.  Income  continued  to  decline  (but  recovery  work 
continued)  and  amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  £81/18/11. 

The  cost  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service,  expressed  as 
cost  per  ton  (Collection  and  Disposal)  showed  a  slight 
increase — 17/-  per  ton  for  the  year  1958-59  as  compared  with 
16/6  per  ton  for  the  year  1957-58.  This  was  due  to  further 
wage  increases  and  the  cost  of  making  up  pay  for  men  off 
work  due  to  sickness  when  such  absence  was  supported  by 
medical  certificates. 


SALVAGE 

Recovery  of  salvageable  materials  from  refuse  continued 
during  the  year. 

Whilst  many  Authorities  were  unable  to  dispose  of 

recovered  materials,  we  were  able  to  dispose  of  our  arisings 
although  with  less  financial  return.  Income  was  used  to 
offset  the  Public  Cleansing  Estimate. 

Details  of  materials  disposed  of  during  this  year  and 
their  value  are  shown  below: — 


SALVAGE  STATISTICS 
Year  ended  1st  April,  1959 


MATERIAL 

WEIGHT 

VALUE 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

lbs. 

i 

s. 

d. 

Paper  . 

33 

10 

1 

— 

68 

0 

6 

Ferrous  Metals 

1 

14 

— 

— 

3 

8 

0 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

2 

15 

2 

18 

5 

Rags,  etc . 

14 

1 

7 

12 

0 

TOTALS  . 

35 

19 

0 

15 

81 

18 

11 

IK 


The  market  for  destructive  scrap  fell  sharply  and  this 
class  of  material  had  no  ready  sale,  and  when  eventually 
disposed  of,  brought  little  value.  Rag  collectors  continued 
to  increase  and  were  to  be  seen  about  the  District  very 
regularly.  Once  again,  on  no  occasion  was  direct  evidence 
of  toys,  balloons,  etc.,  being  exchanged  for  rags  found 
although  comments  were  still  overheard  of  the  quantity  of 
best  woollen  rags  required  for  a  very  small  financial  returin. 
Such  collectors  must  find  their  efforts  very  rewarding  when 
they  eventually  dispose  of  their  loads. 

DISINFECTION  OF  HOUSES  AND 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  number  of  cases  requiring  disinfection  continues  to 
decrease  with  the  passage  of  the  years — an  indication  of  the 
increasing  benefit  accruing  from  prophylactic  work  during 
recent  years. 

It  is  with  regret,  however,  that  reference  must  be  made 
to  an  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  which  caused  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  work  over  a  fairly  prolonged  period,  but  no 
doubt  reference  to  this  will  be  made  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  In  most  cases,  very  ready  and  wholehearted 
co-operation  was  received  from  both  parents  and  patients  in 
submitting  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  but  in 
other  cases,  diffidence  and  some  lack  of  co-operation  was  met 
when  visits  were  first  made.  In  only  two  instances,  however, 
were  speciments  unable  to  be  obtained.  Fortunately,  other 
than  the  families  affected,  it  was  possible  to  prevent  inform¬ 
ation  of  the  outbreak  becoming  common  knowledge.  A  total 
of  455  visits  were  involved  in  dealing  with  the  outbreak. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
1.  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  number  and 
nature  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


Nature  of  Inspection 

No.  of 
Visits  Paid 

Housing 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

...  3040 

Verminous  premises  . 

60 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  . 

...  556 

Works  in  Progress  . 

...  1040 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Slaughterhouses  . 

...  337 

Shops  and  Stalls  . 

18 

Butchers  . 

87 

Canteens  . 

6 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . 

16 

Food  Preparing  Premises  . 

...  135 

Grocers  . 

48 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  . 

18 

Ice-Cream  Premises  . 

40 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers  Carts  .... 

11 

Clubs  . 

4 

Licensed  Premises  . 

6 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  . 

90 

Infectious  Diseases 

Miscellaneous  . 

37 

Dysentery  . 

...  455 

General  Sanitation 

Water  Supply . 

77 

Drainage  . 

...  255 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

27 

Civil  Defence  . 

9 

Barnsley  Canal  . 

...  283 

Factories  . 

56 

Cemetery  . 

...  119 

Bakehouses  . 

16 

Crickets  . 

26 

Public  Conveniences  . 

...  370 

Licensed  Premises . 

14 

Refuse  Collection  . 

...  279 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

70 

Rats  and  Mice  . 

...  2493 

Petrol  . 

...  117 

Salvage  . 

65 

1 

Shops  . 

Miscellaneous  Sanitarv  Visits  . 

491 

Interviews  . 

...  1118 

11815 

20 


2.  Complaints  Received 

During'  the  year.  245  complaints  were  received  as  detailed 
below  : — 

Nature  of  Complaint  No.  Received 

Choked  or  defective  drains .  81 

Suspected  broken  drains  .  7 

General  Delapidation  .  1 1 

Subsidence  .  22 

Smoke  Nuisance  .  7 

Defective  Eaves  Gutters  .  2 

Defective  Wash  Copper  .  1 

Defective  Sink  .  5 

Defective  Oven  .  1 

Dampness  .  5 

Defective  range  .  6 

Choked  eaves  gutters  .  1 

Defective  rain  water  pipe  .  1 

Defective  windows  .  1 

Nuisance  from  smell  .  12 

Defective  pointing .  1 

Defective  chimney  stack  .  2 

Inadequate  water  supply  .  12 

Defective  boundary  walls  .  6 

Defective  sash  cords  .  1 

Defective  ceiling  .  1 

Defective  door  .  1 

Defective  tap .  1 

Defective  W.C.  service  pipe  .  19 

Defective  W.C.  cistern .  4 

Defective  W.C.  compartment  .  1 

Defective  W.C.  pedestal  .  1 

Defective  W.C.  seat  .  1 

Defective  vent  shaft  .  1 

Defective  inspection  chamber  .  1 

Defective  inspection  chamber  cover .  1 

Rats  and  mice  .  13 

Overcrowding  .  1 

Water  Nuisance  .  1 

Sewage  in  cellar  .  4 

Defective  gully  grate  .  1 

Bugs  .  1 

Cockroaches  .  5 

Silverfish  .  2 


TOTAL  NUMRER  OF  COMPLAINTS  ....  245 


None  of  the  complaints  listed  above  refer  in  any  wa}r  to 
applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Rent  Act,  1957. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 

No  variations  took  place  in  the  Register  during  the  year. 

Premises  included  in  the  Register  were  inspected  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year,  as  opportunity  afforded,  56 
visits  being  made  in  this  connection. 

Once  again,  no  complaint  of  uncleanliness  was  received 
from  H.M.  Inspector  during  the  year,  nor  was  any  case 
found  during  routine  inspections.  Every  credit  is  due  to 
managements  of  the  various  factory  premises  for  their 
continued  rigid  adherence  to  the  requirements  of  the  Factory 
Legislation.  Canteen  facilities  in  factory  premises  were  kept 
in  good  condition  and  gave  rise  to  no  adverse  report. 

So  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  notifications  were  received 
under  the  provisions  of  Sections  110  and  111  o  fthe  Factories 
Act,  1937  (Outworkers). 

The  Table  below  is  extracted  from  the  Form  of  Return 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1 .  Inspections 

PREMISES 

M/c 

line 

Number  on 

Number  of 
Written 

Occupiers 

No. 

Register  Inspections 

Notices 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

1 

12  36 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’ 
premises  . 

3 

TOTAL 

12  56 

- - 

— 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

It  is  again  my  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  no 
nuisance  from  smoke  arising  within  the  District  was  noted 
during  the  year  although  the  smoke  and  grit  nuisance  arising 
outside  the  District  continued. 

So  far  as  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  is  concerned,  1  was 
invited  on  two  occasions  to  address  the  members  of  the 
Monckton  Branch  of  the  National  Union  of  Mineworkers 
on  this  Legislation  and  on  each  occasion  I  was  given  both 
a  good  reception  and  a  good  hearing.  Naturally,  many 
questions  were  asked  especially  on  the  question  of  Con¬ 
cessionary  Coal.  I  also  had  the  privilege  of  addressing  the 
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Royston  Branch  of  the  National  Guild  of  Co-operators  and 
also  the  Torchbearers  Youth  Group.  At  each  of  these 
meetings,  a  spate  of  questions  revealed  that  this  important 
matter  was  being  given  the  consideration  it  required. 
Although  attendance  at  such  meetings,  which  are  held  in  the 
evening,  means  the  sacrifice  of  precious  leisure  time,  I  con¬ 
sider  it  to  be  well  worth  while  especially  when  it  results  in 
a  considerable  number  of  applications  for  help  and  advice, 
and  more  important  still,  requests  when  new  appliances  are 
being  installed  to  ensure  that  fitting  is  done  correctly.  From 
my  point  of  view,  if  more  requests  of  this  type  were  received, 
a  better  all  round  standard  of  stove  and  range  fitting  would 
quickly  follow,  especially  when  fitting  is  carried  out  by 
Contractors  from  outside  the  District. 

Some  reduction  of  smoke  emissions  from  the  Monckton 
Colliery  Unit  was  noted  during  the  year,  but  much  more  can 
be  done.  1  am  advised,  however,  that  part  of  the  modern¬ 
isation  at  present  being  carried  out  includes  complete 
modernisation  of  the  steam  raising  plant :  At  what  stage  this 
work  is  to  be  done,  I  have  no  knowledge.  I  gather  that  the 
boiler  firemen  have  had  the  opportunity  of  attending  courses 
of  instruction  for  boiler  firemen  sponsored  by  the  National 
Coal  Board,  but  I  have  no  information  as  to  how  many  have 
attended  courses  provided.  We  can  but  hope  that  in  the 
near  future  this  particular  source  of  heavy  pollution  will  be 
dealt  with. 

The  grit  nuisance  from  the  Coking  Plant  continues  but 
until  some  new  development  takes  place,  I  fear  that  nuisance 
must  continue. 

Infinite  benefit  has  been  enjoyed  since  the  coking  plant 
at  the  Wharncliffe  Woodmoor  Colliery  was  dismantled. 
Some  nuisance  arises,  from  time  to  time,  when  re-charging 
of  the  retorts  at  the  Monckton  Coking  Plant  takes  place  but 
until  some  method  is  able  to  be  devised  which  will  prevent 
the  escape  of  volatiles  during  re-charging,  I  fear  this  must 
continue. 

So  far  as  domestic  smoke  is  concerned,  nothing  other  than 
has  already  been  said  remains  to  be  said  other  than  house¬ 
holders  being  advised  to  take  more  care  when  replenishing 
fires  and  after  replenishing  not  to  disturb  the  fire  un¬ 
necessarily.  I  think  it  is  true  to  say  that  the  increased 
efficiency  of  modern  appliances  with  the  resultant  increase 
in  heating  efficiency  has  automatically  resulted  in  less  coal 
being  placed  on  domestic  fires  at  one  time. 

I  have,  unfortunately,  no  knowledge  of  the  quantity  of 
smokeless  fuel  being  used  in  the  District,  but  am  of  the 
opinion  that  this  could  only  be  small  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  vast  majority  of  householders  are  employed  in  or  about 
collieries  and  so  have  the  benefit  of  concessionary  coal. 


Whether  any  agreement  will  be  able  to  be  reached  by 
interested  parties  on  the  replacement  of  concessionary  coal 
by  smokeless  fuel  only  the  future  will  reveal  although  it 
is  known  that  discussions  in  this  respect  are  at  present 
proceeding. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

The  various  premises  registered  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  were  visited 
during  the  year,  as  time  and  other  duties  made  possible, 
details  of  premises  visited  shown  in  the  Table  of  Inspections 
earlier  in  this  Report.  Except  for  minor  matters  which  were 
remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action,  all  premises  were 
found  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year,  906  houses  were  inspected  for  defects 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts, 
and  as  a  result  of  Rent  Increase  Notices  being  received  by 
tenants,  3022  visits  being  made  for  these  purposes.  Gale 
damage  again  occurred  but  so  far  as  1  was  able  to  ascertain, 
no  personal  injury  was  sustained. 

An  increasing  amount  of  repair  work  became  apparent 
during  the  year  but  much  remains  to  be  done.  1  am  very 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  all  works  were  carried  out  after 
informal  approach  to  Owners  or  Agents  and  in  no  instance 
was  it  found  necessary  to  issue  Statutory  Notices.  Much 
more  renewal  of  exterior  painting  took  place  during  the  year 
and  it  was  pleasing  to  note  the  advent  of  lighter  and  brighter 
colours  being  used  breaking  up  the  monotony  of  considerable 
numbers  of  houses  being  painted  the  same  colour,  as  ap¬ 
parently  was  the  practice  a  few  years  ago.  These  brighter 
colours  certainly  improve  the  general  appearance  of  the 
District  and  one  can  but  hope  that  such  departures  from  old 
established  practices  will  spread  until  all  houses  in  the 
District  are  given  a  “New  Look”. 

Of  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  of  which  so  much  was  expected 
and  hoped  for,  only  disappointing  results  were  apparent. 
During  the  year,  6  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  granted,  10 
undertakings  to  execute  repairs  were  given  by  Owners  and 
3  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  cancelled  following  completion 
of  works.  One  can  but  wonder  what  happened  to  all  the 
copies  of  Form  G  which  were  issued  the  previous  year.  It 
could  be  that  a  considerable  amount  of  repair  work  was 
carried  out  which  never  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Department 
In  spite  of  the  small  number  of  applications  for  Certificates 
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of  Disrepair,  many  enquiries  were  received  from  tenants  on 
the  question  of  Rent  Increases  and  dealing  with  such  requests 
for  information  took  up  a  considerable  amount  of  time. 
Owners  and  Agents  also  came  for  information  when  Notices 
of  Intention  to  issue  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  served 
upon  them.  Nonetheless,  some  benefit  must  have  accrued. 
It  is  true  to  say  that  quite  a  number  of  houses  were  com¬ 
pletely  re-pointed  without  any  notices  of  any  kind  having 
been  issued.  Apparently  more  Owner-occupiers,  Owners  and 
Agents  realised  that  it  would  be  to  their  own  interests  to 
rehabilitate  their  property.  Evidences  of  damage  to  fabric 
arising  from  lack  of  maintenance  coupled  with  the  effects  of 
a  heavily  polluted  atmosphere  and  the  use  of  inferior  quality 
bricks  when  some  houses  were  built  becomes  more  marked. 
More  cases  of  penetrating  dampness  came  to  notice  and  whilst 
renewal  of  pointing  will  turn  water,  I  fear  that  a  fair  quantity 
of  rain  water  is  absorbed  into  brickwork,  eventually  showing 
as  damp  patches  inside  houses  and  leading  eventually  to 
rotting  of  wall  plaster. 

Once  again,  no  Council  houses  were  built  during  the  year 
and  an  even  greater  “'scramble”  ensued  when  houses  became 
available  for  letting  or  reports  circulated  that  a  house  might 
be  coming  empty.  Naturally  everyone  considered  their  own 
case  was  more  needy  than  any  one  elses.  Not  content  with 
calling  at  the  office,  an  ever  increasing  number  of  people 
called  on  me  at  home,  most  callers  coming  at  the  weekend. 
Trying  to  pacify  such  callers  and  trying  to  explain  what  a 
difficult  job  the  Council  faced  when  allocating  the  few  houses 
which  were  re-let  took  up  a  very  great  amount  of  time  which 
again  resulted  in  late  visiting  having  to  be  done.  A  rising 
sense  of  dissatisfaction  with  houses  not  provided  with  modern 
amenities  becomes  even  more  apparent  but  doubts  must  exist 
as  to  whether  the  considerable  cost  which  would  be  involved 
in  providing  such  amenities  in  many  of  the  older  properties 
would  be  justified.  More  on  this  matter  may  form  part  of 
a  subsequent  year’s  Report.  The  trend  of  earlier  years  of 
Owners,  Agents  and  Contractors  seeking  advice  and  inform¬ 
ation  continued  during  the  year  under  review. 

Further  evidence  of  damage  to  property  arising  from 
Mining  Subsidence  was  again  apparent  and  quite  a  number 
of  houses  repaired  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  National  Coal  Board 
in  earlier  years  again  showed  subsidence  damage.  It  was 
possible,  however,  to  maintain  close  contact  with  the  N.C.B. 
and  amicable  working  arrangements  continued.  Damage  in 
this  connection  continued  to  be  most  evident  in  the  central 
portion  of  the  district.  Houses  and  premises  known  to  have 
been  affected  are  kept  under  regular  observation. 
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Although  only  one  complaint  of  overcrowding  was  re¬ 
ceived  during  the  year,  J  am  satisfied  that  this  was  because 
no  Council  houses  were  built.  I  am  satisfied,  also,  that  many 
cases  probably  exist  where  there  are  unsatisfactory  sleeping 
arrangements.  The  Housing  Waiting  List  built  up  consider¬ 
ably  and  a  marked  increase  in  applications  for  bungalow 
accommodation  were  received.  The  trend  of  recent  years 
whereby  houses  vacated  by  successful  applicants  for  Council 
houses  were  immediately  offered  for  sale  continued.  The 
vexed  question  of  Housing  Subsidies  coupled  with  the  high 
Bank  Rate  made  it  imperative  for  building  to  be  held  in 
abeyance. 

Possible  purchasers  of  houses  came  in  ever  increasing 
numbers  for  information  before  making  a  definite  decision  to 
purchase — a  very  wise  precaution. 

Overcrowding  continues  to  be  a  very  vexed  question  on 
which  nothing  more  can  be  said  than  has  already  been  said, 
but  this  matter  received  serious  consideration  by  the  Housing 
Committee  when  applications  were  being  discussed. 

More  existing  houses  were  renovated  and,  in  several, 
modernisation  also  took  place.  Progress  in  this  respect  is 
somewhat  slow  but  some  satisfaction  can  be  obtained  from 
at  least  some  continuing  progress  being  able  to  be  reported. 

The  houses  known  as  57  and  67  High  Street,  Royston, 
were  demolished  during  the  year  and  64  Church  Street, 
Royston,  was  closed.  As  a  result  of  informal  approach, 
Undertakings  were  obtained  in  respect  of  26  houses.  The 
question  of  the  rents  of  new  houses  continues  to  arise  when 
re-housing  from  condemned  properties  arises  but,  in  most 
instances,  tenants  of  such  properties  regard  rent  as  a  second¬ 
ary  consideration  if  they  can  move  into  a  house  with  modern 
fittings.  More  progress  in  the  matter  of  re-housing  wil  lbe 
able  to  be  given  in  the  next  Annual  Report. 

Whilst,  as  mentioned  earlier  in  this  Report,  evidences 
of  more  extensive  repair  and  modernisation  of  houses  was 
apparent,  much  still  remains  to  be  done  and  i  fmore  privately 
owned,  tenanted,  houses  were  overhauled  and  brought  up  to 
date,  so  would  the  demand  for  Council  houses  decline. 

The  system  instituted  in  1957  whereby  tenants  of  Council 
houses  accepting  lodgers  paid  a  small  increase  in  rent 
continued  throughout  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

As  in  previous  years  this  matter  received  as  much 
attention  as  time  and  other  duties  allowed.  Mobile  shops 
coming  into  the  District  from  other  Areas  were  inspected 
from  time  to  time  as  was  also  the  mobile  wet  fish  shop 
depoted  within  the  district.  Premises  registered  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  were  visited 
periodically  during  the  year.  School  Canteens  and  the  two 
cafes  were  also  visited. 

In  one  instance  meat  was  seen  being  delivered  from  a 
mobile  shop  without  being  completely  wrapped  but  a  warning 
resulted  in  no  similar  occurrence  being  noted. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  following  Food  Premises  were 


in  use  in  the  District  : — 

Butcher’s  Shops — Retail  —  Private  .  10 

Butcher’s  Shops — Retail — Multiple  Firms  ....  5 

Bakehouses  .  4 

Cafes  .  2 

School  Canteens  .  4 

Catering  Establishments .  1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  (also  selling  wet  fish)  ....  12 

Wet  Fish  Premises  (sold  from  mobile  shop)  1 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers .  6 

Grocers  and  General  Dealers .  42 

Confectioners  .  2 

Licensed  Premises  (including  W.M.  Clubs)  16 


Visits  were  paid  to  the  various  classes  of  premises  as 
detailed  in  the  Table  of  Inspections. 

MILK  (SPECIAI  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK) 
REGULATIONS  1949  and  1950 

Two  Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  stile  of  milk 
under  the  Special  Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  remained 
in  force  tit  the  end  of  the  year. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS  (PASTEURISED  AND 
STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949  to  1953 

The  following  Supplementary  Licences  remained  in  force 
during  the  year  : — 

Milk  sold  under  the  Special  Designation 

“Pasteurised”  . 1 

Milk  sold  under  the  Special  Designation 

“Sterilised”  .  2 

In  addition  two  Dealers  Licences  were  issued  authorising 
the  sale,  by  retail,  of  milk  under  the  Special  Designation 
“Sterilised”. 


ICE-CREAM 

Further  application  for  the  registration  of  premises  for 
the  sale  of  ice-cream  were  received  during  the  year  and  all 
premises  were  inspected  prior  to  registration.  The  Council 
continued  the  policy  of  earlier  years  that  premises  were 
registered  for  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice-cream  only. 

Sets  of  premises  were  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  as  detailed  below  : — 

Storage  and  Distribution  Depot  .  1 

Sale  of  wrapped  ice-cream  .  35 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice-cream. 


FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES 

No  variations  took  place  in  the  list  of  premises  registered 
for  the  preparation  of  Sausages,  Potted,  Pickled,  Pressed  or 
Preserved  Food  intended  for  sale.  Visits  paid  to  food 
preparing  premises  are  shown  in  the  Table  of  Inspections. 
No  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found  during  routine 
inspection. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  two  sets  of  premises  continued  in  use  as  slaughter¬ 
houses  during  the  year  under  the  conditions  which  have 
prevailed  since  July,  1954.  The  long  awaited  Slaughterhouses 
Act,  following  a  long  and  difficult  passage  through  Parliament 
at  long  last  received  Royal  Assent,  but  Regulations  to  be 
made  under  the  new  Act  were  not  made  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  This  important  New  Legislation  will  be  dealt  with 
more  fully  in  a  subsequent  Report. 

The  amount  of  local  slaughter  decreased  considerably 
during  the  year  as  will  be  apparent  from  the  Table  giving 
details  of  animals  slaughtered. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  inspect  animals  for  slaughter 
prior  to  slaughter,  but  this  was  not  always  practicable  but 
T  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  100%  inspection  of  all 
animals  slaughtered  was  again  maintained. 

The  standard  of  food  animals  slaughtered  continued  to  be 
maintained  and  except  for  very  minor  matters,  slaughtering 
practice  remained  good. 

Slaughtering  offal  continued  to  be  collected  for  treatment 
instead  of  being  disposed  of  on  the  Council’s  Tip.  The 
position  regarding  tripes  and  cow  heels  having  to  be  dumped 
because  there  was  no  demand  for  these  remained  unchanged. 
It  is  staggering,  to  say  the  least,  that  such  edible  offal  was 
not  required. 
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The  following  Table  gives  details  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  District  and  unsound  conditions  found  on  inspection. 
The  carcass  and  all  internal  organs  of  the  heifer  totally 
condemned,  after  necessary  staining  was  taken  for  reduction 
to  fertilizer.  Collection  was  supervised  and  was  checked, 
through  liaison  with  the  Inspectors  of  the  District  to  which 
it  was  taken,  until  finally  and  properly  disposed  of.  As  I 
said  in  last  year’s  Report,  1  consider  such  action  absolutely 
necessary  so  as  to  ensure  that  diseased  and  unsound  food 
does  not  get  into  unauthorised  hands.  1  am  equally  satisfied 
that  such  treatment  is  preferable  to  condemned  meat  and 
offal  being  disposed  of  otherwise.  Whilst  the  closest 
possible  co-operation  existed  between  the  butchers  and 
myself,  with  the  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered,  Sunday  slaughtering  ended  as  T  could 
no  longer  see  any  necessity  for  it.  The  butchers  agreed  with 
my  views,  and,  1  think,  were  more  than  ready  to  fall  in  with 
my  wishes  in  this  lespect.  Slaughtering  was  still  carried 
out  in  the  evening  or  on  Saturday  afternoon  or  evening  and 
whilst  attendance  during  slaughter  with  the  inspection 
following  immediately  after  slaughter  made  serious  inroads 
into  my  limited  available  spare  time,  had  slaughtering 
activities  been  carried  out  during  normal  office  hours,  it 
would  most  certainly  not  have  been  possible  for  me  to  devote 
as  much  time  to  this  most  important  part  of  my  duties, 
except  by  other  work  having  to  suffer.  I  remain  convinced 
that  the  only  satisfactory  standard  of  meat  inspection  is 
100%  of  all  animals  slaughtered.  Despite  the  fact  that 
slaughtering  in  the  main,  was  carried  out  during  the  evening, 
the  butchers  did  their  utmost  to  complete  their  work  as  early 
as  possible  in  order  to  minimise  loss  of  spare  time  and  possible 
inconvenience  to  me.  During  the  spell  of  hot  weather,  I 
again  suggested  to  them  that  they  delay  the  start  of 
slaughtering  until  a  little  later  in  the  evening  which  they 
were  glad  to  do.  Use  of  aerosols  for  the  control  of  flies 
continued  to  be  advocated  during  the  hot  weather,  and  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  no  case  of  fly-blown 
meat  arose. 

The  heifer  totally  condemned  showed  no  clinical  signs 
of  advanced  disease  ante-mortem.  The  pig'  carcase  which 
was  condemned  was  a  casualty  slaughtered  as  an  emergency. 

Once  again,  1  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  no 
case  of  cysticercosis  was  found  during  the  year. 

Offals  rejected  as  unfit  for  food,  as  in  recent  years  were 
taken  away  for  treatment  and  conversion  into  fertiliser — a 
much  better  method  of  disposal  than  burying  on  the  tip. 
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The  incidence  of  disease  during  the  year  fell  a  little,  the 
butchers  still  buying  with  care  and  buying  prime  animals 
only.  With  all  the  resarch  and  field  work  carried  out  in 
recent  years,  it  had  been  hoped  that  the  incidence  of  bovine 
tuberculosis  would  have  become  very  much  less  but  the 
battle  has  not  yet  been  won.  One  can  but  hope  that  in  the 
near  future  evidence  of  this  disease  will  be  the  rare  exception. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

NUMBER  KILLED  . 

247 

1 

8 

110 

1 

NUMBER  INSPECTED 

247 

1 

8 

110 

1 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

5 

— 

— 

~ — 

(casualty) 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  or  cysticerci  .  . 

2.02% 

100% 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 

8.09% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  following  Table  shows  organs  etc.,  rejected  as  unfit 
for  food,  on  account  of  the  conditions  stated: — 

Tuberculosis 

Bullocks 

Sets  of  lungs  .  1 

Mesentery'  and  intestines  .  1 

Heifers 

Entire  carcase  and  all  internal  organs .  1 

Sets  of  lungs  .  10 

Livers  .  1 

Heads  and  tongues  .  1 1 

Mesentery  and  intestines  . ^ 

JO 


Angioma 

Rullock  livers  . 

Abcesses 

Heifer  lungs  . 

Heifer  livers  . 

Rullock  livers  . 

Cirrhosis 

Heifer  livers  . 

General  Fever 
Pigs 

Entire  carcase  and  all  internal  organs 
( casualty — following  accident) 


All  organs  etc.,  found  to  be  unfit  for 

food  were 

voluntarily  surrendered  and  were  disposed  of 
in  this  report. 

Other  Foods 

as  stated 

Details  of  other  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unsound, 

and 

also,  were  voluntarily  surrendered,  are  shown 

below 

Foodstuff 

Weight 

Ham,  Bacon,  etc. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Ham 

40 

8 

Racon 

6 

— 

Sausage 

10 

— 

1  ellied  Veal  ....  . 

20 

— 

Steak  . 

4 

144 

Corned  Reef 

13 

8 

Ox  tongue 

4 

12 

Off 

m 

Peas 

3 

104 

Tinned  Fruit 

Plums  (3  tins) 

3 

12 

Pineapple  (6  tins)  .... 

6 

0 

Pears  (4  tins') 

3 

12 

— 

— 

13 

8 

Tomatoes  (6  tins) 

3 

0 

Cheese  ... 

2ff 

4 

it 


Miscellaneous 

Ricory  (2  tins)  ....  ....  ....  8 

Concentrated  Milk  (1  tin)  ....  14 

Cape  Fish  in  Tomato  Sauce  (1  tin)  1  0 

Mincemeat  ....  ....  ....  1  0 

Marmalade  ....  ....  ....  ....  1  0 

Angel  Cake .  8 

Crab  ....  .  .... 

2  Chocolate  Rolls 


5  44 


TOTAL  WEIGHT  ....  154  SI 


The  quantity  of  unsound  other  Food  found  during  the  year 
again  decreased.  Still  more  pre-packed  foods  were  apparent 
and  one  can  but  wonder  how  soon  all  foods  will  be  pre-packed. 
1  am  unable  to  say  how  popular  pre-packing  might  be  but  there 
was  no  evident  fall  off  in  the  consumption  of  tinned  food 
judging  by  the  apparently  ever-increasing  number  of  tins 
in  domestic  refuse. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1955—1956 

Further  steady  progress  in  this  connection  took  place  during 
the  year.  Alterations  and  improvements  were  effected  in  the 
British  Railways  Sports  Club,  The  Ring  O’  Bells  Hotel  and  the 
Ship  Hotel,  and  alterations  have  been  requested  in  other  Licensed 
Premises. 

Further  shop  premises  were  provided  with  hot  and  cold 
water  and  hand  washing  facilities.  More  premises  had 
refrigerators  or  refrigerated  display  cabinets  installed. 

One  infringement  of  the  Regulations,  as  mentioned  earlier 
in  this  Report,  was  noticed  during  the  year,  but  informal  action 
resulted  in  no  recurrence  of  this  offence. 

Improvement  to  more  butcher’s  shops  took  place  during  the 
year,  counters  and  window  boards  being  covered  with  formica. 
As  well  as  being  very  pleasing  in  appearance,  cleansing  of  shops 
so  treated  was  very  much  more  readily  and  satisfactorily 
accomplished. 

I  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting  the  Committee  of  the 
Monekton  W.M.C.  as  a  result  of  which  the  beer  cellar  floor  was 
renewed  in  concrete  and  adequate  drainage  provided.  The  venti¬ 
lation  of  these  premises  leaves  much  to  be  desired  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  possibilities  of  improvement  in  this  direction 
were  under  consideration. 
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Although  all  food  shops  are  not  completely  up  to  standard, 
steady  progress  is  being  maintained,  but  pressure  of  other  work- 
does  not.  unfortunately,  allow  me  the  opportunity  of  concentrating 
on  this  work  but  gradually,  all  shops  will  be  brought  up  to 
standard.  Decisions  in  the  Courts  where  prosecutions  have  been 
instituted  give  rise  to  doubts  on  proper  interpretation  of  the 
Regulations  so  far  as  hand  washing  facilities  are  concerned. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Systematic  inspections  of  the  District  for  the  presence  of 
rats  and  mice  continued  and  the  following  Table,  which  is  a 
copv  of  the  Report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  shows  work  done  in  this  connection. 

10%  tests  of  sewers  were  again  carried  out  but  revealed 
very  little  evidence  of  rat  infestation. 

Routine  inspections  of  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip,  Salvage 
Shed,  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  Church  Hill  Depot  continued 
and  treatments  were  undertaken  as  found  to  be  necessary. 

Block  Control  methods  continued  to  be  used  where 
practicable. 

No  formal  action  was  needed  during  the  year  nor  was  it 
necessary  to  serve  notices  for  rat  proofing  of  buildings.  In  most 
instances,  early  notification  of  possible  rat  infestation  was  received 
which  enabled  treatments  to  be  startedbefore  rat  colonies  become 
firmly  established,  but  in  one  or  two  instances,  delay  in 
notification  required  longer  periods  of  treatment. 
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BARNSLEY  CANAL 

Conveyance  of  this  Canal  to  the  National  Coal  Board  became 
our  accomplished  fact,  and  water  from  the  Canal  began  to  be 
used  at  Grimethorpe.  The  canal  was  completely  cleaned  out 
and  as  a  result,  very  little  depth  of  water  remains  in  it. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

During  the  year  the  urinal  at  the  Wells  was  cleared  a  wav 
and  a  modern  building  similar  to  the  one  erected  a  few  years 
ago  on  Midland  Road,  providing  accommodation  for  both  sexes 
was  erected. 

Senseless  damage  took  place  in  the  new  convenience  even 
before  completion,  and  as  soon  as  these  were  made  available  to 
the  public,  the  damage  continued  to  an  even  greater  degree. 
Damage  was  also  continued  to  be  done  in  the  Midland  Road 
Conveniences.  Cross  Lane  Urinal  was  treated  more  reasonably. 

Naturally,  the  question  of  damage  was  referred  to  the  Police 
and  authority  given  to  prosecute  if  offenders  could  be  found,  but 
redoubled  efforts  in  this  respect  proved  useless. 

1  fear  that  remarks  included  in  earlier  Reports  continued 
to  apply  and  no  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  repeating-  them. 
One  can  but  hope  that  sometime  in  the  reasonably  near  future 
public  spirited  people  will  supply  necessary  information  which 
will  allow  successful  prosecutions  to  be  taken. 

SUPPLY  OF  DUSTBINS 

The  Scheme  referred  to  in  earlier  years  continued  to  operate 

smoothly  and  well,  but  it  is  still  apparent  that  in  isolated  cases, 
dustbins  have  been  used  as  domestic  incinerators. 

Purchase  Tax  continued  to  be  payable,  keeping  the  cost  of 
dustbins  high. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

No  moveable  dwellings  are  permanently  sited  in  the  District 
and  the  Council  continued  to  look  upon  applications  in  this 
respect  w-ith  disfavour. 

WELFARE  OF  AGED  PEOPLE 

A  scheme  was  submitted  to  the  County  Council  in  respect  of 
the  Aged  People’s  Bungalows  in  Greenwood  Crescent  and 
approved.  Mrs.  A.  Luckman  of  Newtown  Avenue,  Royston  was 
appointed  as  Warden.  Visits  were  paid  to  each  bungalow  twice 
a  day  as  normal  routine  but  when  sickness  occurred  much  more 
visiting  was  entailed.  The  foggy  weather  resulted  in  several  of 
the  tenants  of  these  bungalows  developing  chest  trouble. 


Rules  were  issued  to  all  tenants  regarding  the  extent  of 
Mrs.  Luckman’s  duties  and  responsibilities  and  also  regarding 
the  use  of  the  telephone  installed  in  Mrs.  Luckman’s  house. 
The  reason  for  such  action  being  taken  will  be  apparent  without 
further  comment. 


CIVIL  DEFENCE 


Again  efforts  were  made  regarding  Training  Classes  but 
results  were  far  from  satisfactory. 

MORTUARY 

Other  than  normal  maintenance,  no  works>  were  found  to  be 
necessary. 


CEMETERY 


Cemetery  Registers  and  Records  continue  to  be  lodged  in 
my  office. 

During  the  year  ended  1st  April,  1959,  the  following 
interments  took  place  in  the  Council’s  Cemetery  :  — 

Interments  in  new  Graves  .  40 

Interments  involving  re-opening  of  graves  ....  37 

Interments  in  Public  Grave  .  5 


Total  Interments  ....  82 


One  grave  plot  was  bought  “In  Reserve”,  approval  was  given 
to  the  erection  of  27  Memorials,  and  one  grave  marker  stone 
was  purchased  other  than  when  a  new  grave  was  purchased. 

It  had  been  hoped  that  when  Grave  Marker  Stones  began  to 
be  used  during  1957/58,  persons  responsible  for  graves  on  which 
no  Memorial  had  been  erected  might  wish  to  purchase  grave 
marker  stones  so  as  to  identify  graves  more  readily,  but  events 
did  not  justify  such  hopes. 

Income  from  Fees  during  the  year  amounted  to  the  sum  of 


£3l5/17/6d.  as  detailed  below: 


Grave  Marker  Stones 


Memorial  Fees 
Grants  of  Right 


Exclusive  Right  of  Burial 

Interment  fees  . 

Interment  in  Public  Grave 


£  s.  d. 
93  15  0 
162  0  0 
1  10  0 
32  0  0 
5  2  6 
21  10  0 


£315  17  6 


During  the  year  it  became  necessary  for  the  Council  to 
arrange  for  the  burial  of  a  man  whose  means  were  insufficient  to 
defray  the  cost  of  burial,  as  provided  for  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act.  Such  monies  as  were  found  to  be  recoverable 
in  Death  Grant,  Superannuation  and  Insurance  were  recovered. 

Mutual  assistance  continued  to  be  given  to  the  Parochial 
Church  Council  and  income  in  this  respect  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  £29/9/6d. 

In  view  of  the  number  of  new  grave  plots  purchased  during 
the  year,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  make  advance  prepara¬ 
tions  for  burials  in  that  portion  of  the  Cemetery  not  yet 
developed,  and  in  anticipation  of  this  portion  being  brought  into 
use,  necessary  drains  were  laid. 

Having  in  mind  the  deficit  on  the  Cemetery  Account  for 
some  years  past,  revision  of  Cemetery  Charges  was  considered 
and  new  Scales  of  charges  were  drawn  up  to  operate  after  1st 
April,  1959. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  earlier  reports  of  damage  to 
the  railings  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Cemetery.  During  the  year 
under  review,  very  considerable  damage  took  place.  New  railing 
stays  were  fixed  and  the  railings  made  secure.  Coloured  chippings 
on  graves  were  again  found  to  have  been  mixed.  As  has  been 
said  before,  what  satisfaction  anyone  can  derive  from  such  actions 
cannot  be  determined,  but  complaints  from  persons  responsible 
for  graves  affected  left  me  in  no  doubt  as  to  their  feelings  in 
the  matter — and  who  was  to  blame  them. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Church  Burial  Ground 
adjoining  the  Council’s  Cemetery  again  gave  rise  to  criticism 
and  complaints  made  to  the  Council  were  referred  to  the 
Parochial  Church  Council. 


CONCLUSION 

Work  accumulating  during  the  prolonged  outbreak  of  Sonne 
Dysentery  in  1958  has  been  a  serious  brake  on  work  during  1959 
and  has,  amongst  other  things,  resulted  in  the  later  preparation 
of  this  Report  than  had  been  hoped. 

1  think  it  will  again  be  apparent  to  Members,  from  the 
foregoing  Report,  that  the  Sanitary  Section  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  had  yet  another  strenuous  year.  Fortunately,  the 
work  was  very  varied,  and  although  heavy,  lack  of  monotony 
helped  very  considerably. 
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The  number  of  callers  ai  the  office  continued  to  increase — a 
healthy  sign  of  the  regard  the  Department  must  be  held  in. 
Time  taken  in  attending  to  requests  for  information  and  advice 
curtailed  the  amount  of  time  available  for  visiting,  except  by 
carrying  out  urgent  visits  after  what  could  normally  be  regarded 
as  “Office  Hours’’.  The  tendency  of  callers  to  refuse  to  leave 
either  names  or  messages  appeared  to  increase,  and  many  such 
people  made  appointments  for  personal  interviews.  1'his  continu¬ 
ing  evidence  of  confidence  again  made  late  visiting  worthwhile 
in  spite  of  personal  inconveniences  and  the  serious  inroads  into 
what  might  otherwise  have  been  leisure  time.  I  did  object  to 
numerous  people  calling  to  see  me,  at  home,  on  Sunday  morning 
to  seek  information  on  when  they  might  expect  to  be  granted 
the  tenancy  of  a  Council  House,  as  a  result  of  which,  knocks  on 
the  door  on  a  Sunday  morning  began  to  decline. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  of  Visits,  every  effort  was 
made  during  the  year  to  keep  all  matters  under  the  control  of  my 
Section  of  the  Public  Health  Department  under  regular  super¬ 
vision,  but  continual  extension  of  the  scope  of  responsibilities 
makes  the  work  even  more  onerous.  Interviews  with  Owners 
and  Agents  regarding  property  included  in  the  Council’s  Proposed 
Clearance  Programme  absorbed  more  and  more  time,  but  this  is 
only  what  could  be  expected.  The  number  of  Undertakings 
obtained  in  this  connection  made  such  long  interviews  very  well 
worthwhile. 

May  1  again  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chair¬ 
man,  Vice-Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  continued  support  and  encouragement  during  a  hard 
and  trying  year.  I  would,  at  the  same  time,  like  to  thank 
the  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee  for  the  support  and 
understanding  he  gave  me  in  housing  matters. 

The  co-operation  between  my  office  and  that  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  again  could  have  been  neither  closer  nor  better, 
and  1  would  like  to  thank  Dr.  Barnes  for  the  very  amicable 
working  which  existed  between  us. 

It  is  essential,  too,  that  I  express  my  appreciation  to  my 
fellow  Officials  for  their  support  in  the  execution  of  my  duties. 
I  made  reference  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1957  to  the  excellent 
work  done  by  Mrs.  Preston,  my  part-time  clerical  assistant. 
During  the  year  under  review,  the  work  she  was  called  upon 
to  do  again  increased  very  considerably,  but  no  matter  how  heavy 
the  work,  she  was  always  ready  to  give  of  her  very  best. 

1  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  E.  MILLAR. 

Public  Health  Inspector,  Cleansing 
Superintendent,  Cemetery  Registrar 
and  Housing  Officer. 
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SECTION  V 


DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

R.  BARNES,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officers: 

T.  F.  JV1.  I ACKSON,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S.,  D.P.H 
S.  G.  A.  HENRIQUES,  M.B.,  Ch.R 


Clinic  Medical  Officers: 


Dr.  C.  B.  Ball 

Dr.  J.  H.  Fairclough 

Dr.  H.  W.  Got  li  arcl 

Dr.  G.  Ingram 

Dr.J.  Leishman 

Dr.  K.  Mathers 

Dr.  W.  G.  S.  Maxwell 


Dr.  N.  M.  Piercy 
Dr.  J.  FI.  Ritchie 
(res.  Oct.,  19581 

Dr.  M.  Scott 

Dr.  M.  E.  Tapissier 

Dr.  F.  Taylor 

Dr.  I.  W.  Whitworth 


Health 

M.  Baker,  Miss 

B.  Clarke,  Mrs. 

D.  Gibson,  Mrs. 

A.  M.  Harston,  Mrs 

B.  Hunter,  Miss 
(res.  31.12.58) 

M.  E.  Lee,  Miss 
M.  Floyd,  Miss 

Tuberculosis 

M.  Mellor,  Miss 


Visitors : 

G.  M.  Fodge,  Mrs. 

F.  A.  Manley,  Mrs. 

B.  Swift,  Miss 

C.  Tottv,  Mrs. 

D.  Westerman,  Miss 

F.  H.  Whittlestone,  Miss 
A.  M.  Widdison,  Mrs. 

dealth  Visitors: 

E.  Reever,  Mrs 


Midwives : 


E.  Cheetham,  Mrv 
(res.  Dec.,  1958) 

1).  Crosslev,  Miss 

B.  Fitzpatrick,  Mrs. 

C.  M.  Hill,  Mrs 

(res.  1.6.58) 

F  0.  Kilner,  Mrs. 

E.  Feather,  Mrs. 


M.  Marsland,  Mrs, 

D.  Newton,  Mrs. 

E.  Parkes,  Mrs. 

E.  A.  Staley,  Mrs. 
M.  Walters,  Mrs. 
E.  Ward,  Mrs. 

M.  Wroe,  Mrs. 

B.  Horsfield,  Mrs. 


Home 

M.  Allen,  Mrs. 

F.  G.  Cartwright,  Mrs. 

N.  C.  Crofton,  Miss 
E.  Cross,  Mrs. 

R.  Edwards,  Mrs. 

A.  C.  Goldthorpe,  Mrs. 
(App.  1.9.58) 

K.  M.  Hanson,  Mrs. 

CApp.  1.11.58) 


Nurses : 

M.  Johnson,  Miss 
(res.  31.10.58) 

C.  D.  Fee,  Miss 
M.  McConnell,  Mrs. 

H.  Padgett,  Mrs. 

B.  Parker,  Mrs. 

R.  E.  Scott,  Miss 
E.  A.  Walker,  Miss 
K.  M.  Winterhurn,  Mrs. 
(Res.  22.10.58) 


Mental  Health  Social  Worker: 

M.  Webster,  Mrs. 

Mental  Health  Home  Teacher: 

E.  Harrott,  Mrs. 

Speech  Therapist: 

S.  Holmes,  Mrs. 

Duly  Authorised  Officers: 

H.  Nettleton,  Mr.  J,  Hyland,  Mr 

Senior  Clerk: 

I  S  Wrigg,  Mr 
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DIVISIONAL  REPORT 


Vital  Statistics 

I  have  compiled  a  comparative  table  of  the  vital  statistics 
for  each  of  the  County  districts  comprising  Division  No.  25, 
which  I  feel  may  be  of  interest  to  each  separate  authority  in 
assessing  how  they  stand  in  relation  to  the  local  figures 
generally. 

Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  divisional 
area  in  1958  was  1,329.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  crude  birth 
rate  of  17.4  per  1,000.  There  were  29  stillbirths  giving  a 
stillbirth  rate  of  21.4. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  divisional  area,  after  the 
addition  and  deduction  of  inward  and  outward  transfers  was 
763,  giving  a  crude  death  rate  for  the  division  of  10.0.  You 
will  notice  in  the  table  that  this  is  lower  than  any  of  the 
other  figures  given  for  individual  districts,  but  the  other 
figures  show  adjusted  rates.  Unfortunately,  no  adjusted  rate 
is  available  for  the  division. 

Infant  Mortality 

There  were  36  infant  deaths  in  the  division  during  the 
year,  of  which  24  occurred  in  the  neo-natal  period.  This  gives 
an  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  division  of  27.1. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Statistics 

1  give  a  table  showing  the  figures  for  vaccination  and 
immunisation  during  1958.  Tt  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report 
that  my  predictions  with  regard  to  increased  popularity  have 
proved  to  be  true.  In  six  out  of  the  seven  districts  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  both  the  number  and  percentage  of 
children  vaccinated  against  Smallpox,  and  in  all  districts  there 
has  been  a  sharp  increase  in  the  immunisations  against 
Whooping  Cough. 

I  do  not  suggest  that  there  is  any  rom  for  complacency 
with  regard  to  Smallpox  vaccination,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  think 
that  these  figures  are  increasing  at  a  time  when  Poliomyelitis 
vaccination  is  very  much  to  the  fore.  1  have  included  a 
separate  table  on  the  total  position  with  regard  tt)  Polio¬ 
myelitis  vaccination,  as  so  much  of  the  work  and  time  of  the 
Department  has  been  concentrated  on  this  subject  during 
the  year. 


Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives 
was  704.  This  compares  with  618  hospital  confinements.  The 
year  1958  showed  a  marked  trend  to  domiciliary  confinements, 
which  coincided  with  a  decline  in  the  midwifery  stafif  available. 
This  was  fore-shadowed  in  last  year’s  report,  and  conditions 
in  this  service  have  been  very  difficult.  Tt  is  not  a  matter  of 
too  many  cases  for  the  available  midwives,  but  rather  the 
difficulty  of  ensuring  that  our  midwifery  staff  have  adequate 
off-duty  time  and  of  providing  the  necessary  cover  during 
such  periods.  The  number  of  new  cases  attending  ante-natal 
clinics  in  the  division  was  686  and  the  total  number  of 


attendances 

was  3,896.  This 

s  very  1 

tile  different  fron 

the 

relative  figures  for 

1957. 

Population 

Adjusted 

Adjusted 

Registrar 

Birth 

Death 

General’s 

Rate 

Rate 

Infant 

Estimate 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

Stillbirth 

Death 

District 

Acres 

Mid  1958 

population 

population 

Rate 

Rate 

Cudworth  .  .  . 

1,746 

8,870 

17.7 

13.9 

6.1 

54.9 

Darfield  .  .  .  . 

2,018 

6,540 

17.7 

12.5 

8.5 

8.6 

Darton . 

4,726 

14,680 

15.7 

12.9 

24.9 

17.0 

Dodworth  .  .  . 

1,857 

4,190 

15.7 

15.1 

29.0 

29.9 

Rovston . 

1,452 

8,330 

19.0 

14.0 

12.1 

24.5 

Wombwell  .  . 

3.850 

19,050 

16.9 

12.4 

24.2 

31.1 

Worsbrough  . 

3.420 

14.620 

17.9 

14.0 

33.2 

22.9 

(Crude) 

(Crude) 

Rates  for  the 

Division  .  .  . 

20,099 

76,280 

17.4 

10.0 

21.4 

27.1 

Rates  for  the 

Administrative 

Countv  .  .  . 

16.7 

11.9 

22.8 

32.0 

District 

Population 

Smallpox 
Vaccination 
No.  % 

Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation 

No.  % 

Diphtheria 
Immunisation 
Years  Years  Years 
0-15  0-4  5-15 

Cudworth  .  .  . 

8,870 

42 

25 

153 

91 

80.5 

48.8 

98 

Darfield  ... 

6,540 

73 

62 

91 

77 

88.6 

63.0 

99 

Darton . 

14,680 

103 

43 

215 

91 

67.1 

49.6 

74.3 

Dodworth  .  . 

4,190 

19 

27 

50 

70 

82.3 

48.7 

95.7 

Rovston  .... 

8,330 

44 

26 

119 

70 

82.9 

49.6 

98 

Wombwell  .  . 

19,050 

133 

40 

217 

65 

73.5 

41.1 

87.4 

Worsbrough 

14,620 

82 

30 

173 

63 

80.0 

53.4 

88.5 

Rates  for  the 

Division  .  .  . 

76,280 

496 

36 

1,018 

74 

77.7 

49.4 

90.0 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION  1958 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics 

The  ante-natal  clinic  at  Royston  continued  to  thrive  and 
during  the  year  130  patients  made  647  attendances.  This  is 
an  increase  of  18  patients  and  136  attendances  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  It  can  certainly  not  he  said  that  the 
Royston  ante-natal  clinic  is  declining. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Most  of  the  infant  welfare  clinics  in  the  division  continued 
to  thrive,  and  1,347  new  cases  attended  under  the  age  of  1 
year.  The  total  number  of  children  attending  local  health 
authority  clinics  was  2,379.  These  figures  are  almost  identical 
with  those  for  1937. 

The  local  clinic  in  Royston  showed  a  slight  decline  during 
the  year,  but  this  was  very  small  as  compared  with  the 
increase  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  children 
attending  during  the  year  was  429,  compared  with  431  in  the 
previous  year.  The  total  number  of  attendances  made  by 
children  under  the  age  of  one  year  was  3,049  as  compared 
with  3,322  in  1957.  The  number  of  attendances  made  by 
children  over  the  age  of  one  year  during  the  year  was  1,394. 

School  Health  Service 

The  routine  work  of  the  school  medical  inspections 
showed  a  substantial  increase  over  1957.  During  1958,  Dr. 
Jackson  was  attending  part-time  at  Leeds  University  and  1 
was  allowed  to  engage  Dr.  Mathers  on  a  part-time  basis  to 
compensate  for  Dr.  Jackson’s  absence  at  Leeds.  This  was  a 
very  welcome  addition  to  the  staff,  but  so  much  medical  and 
clerical  time  had  to  be  spent  on  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  that 
the  routine  medical  inspection  is  still  not  as  up-to-date  as  1 
would  wish  it  to  be.  The  table  shows  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  school  health  service  during  the  year. 

Specialist  clinics  continued  to  be  held  during  the  year. 
Some  in  this  office  and  some  in  hospitals  by  arrangement 
with  the  local  Hospital  Boards. 

Speech  Therapy  continued  and  there  is  still  much  more 
work  to  be  done  in  this  sphere. 


SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND 

No.  of  No.  No. 

children  satis-  unsatis-  -  DEFECTS  FOUND  -  Pas*edfor 

District  examined  factory  factory  Ocular  E.N.T.  Heart  Orthopaedic  Lungs  Other  treatment 
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MINOR  AILMENT  CLINICS  SCHOOL  CLINICS 


No.  of 

Total 

No.  seen 

District 

Children 

attendances 

by  doctor 

Darton  .... 

.  113 

147 

297 

Worsbo  rough  ....  554 

572 

128 

Darfield 

.  112 

140 

177 

Wombwell 

51 

64 

178 

Dodworth 

.  78 

100 

48 

Cudworth 

.  . 

— 

138 

Royston 

.  88 

118 

173 

Speech  Therapy 

No.  of 

Total 

Children 

Attendances 

Worsbrough 

7 

129 

Royston  . 

4 

91 

Wombwell  . 

14 

280 

Cudwrorth  . 

9 

45 

Darton  . 

10 

187 

Darfield  . 

1 

16 

Dodworth  . 

3 

68 

Wombwell  Special  School 

Wombwell  . 

2 

67 

Darton  . 

2 

65 

Darfield  . 

1 

13 

Barnsley  Borough 

2 

66 

Health  Visiting 

There  was  some  improvement  in  the  staffing  position  of  this 
service  compared  with  1957,  but  nevertheless  we  are  still  not  up 
to  establishment.  There  was  a  sharp  fall  in  the  number  of  visits 
paid  to  infants  under  one  year;  8,197  visits  being  made.  The 
total  number  of  visits  made  by  health  visitors  increased  during 
the  year  and  32,549  visits  were  made  of  which  22,683  were  made 
to  pre-school  children. 

As  in  other  spheres,  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  took  up  a 
great  deal  of  the  health  visitors’  time  during  1958,  and  I  feel 
that  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when  we  must  consider  if  such 
routine  work  could  not  be  done  by  some  lesser  qualified  person. 
It  is  not  generally  realised  that  the  health  visitor  is  a  qualified 
nurse,  a  qualified  midwife  with  a  further  post-graduate  certificate 
in  health  visiting. 

Home  Nursing 

The  Home  Nurses  in  the  division  made  55,223  visits  last 
year.  45,770  of  these  being  to  medical  cases;  8,562  were  to 

45 


surgical  cases  and  74o  visiis  were  made  lo  tuberculosis  patients. 
The  total  number  of  visits  made'  during  the  year  showed  a  slight 
decrease,  and  the  number  of  visits  made  for  the  purpose  of 
injections  was  23,334.  I  feel  that  with  the  present  establishment 
of  Home  Nurses  a  peak  has  been  reached  in  the  number  of  visits 
made.  There  is  obviously  a  limit  to  the  amount  of  work  which 
can  be  done  by  a  given  number  of  nurses.  The  number  of  visits 
made  to  old  people  over  the  age  of  65  again  accounted  for  nearly 
64%  of  the  total  visits.  862  visits  were  made  to  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  The  home  nursing  service,  in  conjunction 
with  the  general  practitioners  of  your  area,  is  undoubtedly  making 
a  large  contribution  towards  treating  many  patients  in  their  own 
homes.  But  for  this,  T  am  afraid,  the  problem  of  chronic  sick 
accommodation  might  be  even  worse  than  it  is  today. 

Home  Help  Service 

The  Home  Help  Service  continued  to  provide  a  service 
mainly  for  old  people.  89%  of  the  help  being  provided  to  people 
of  65  and  over.  The  total  number  of  home  help  cases  was  589, 
all  these  cases  received  a  total  of  98,880  hours.  This  represents 
an  average  of  only  3.2  hours  per  case.  You  will  appreciate  that 
all  these  cases  were  not  operating  at  the  same  time  and  during 
the  last  half  of  the  year  the  average  number  was  438  cases  for 
any  one  week,  an  increase  of  32  over  the  previous  year.  The 
total  number  of  hours  expended  rose  about  10%  in  1958. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Mental  Deficiency 


A. 


Cases  ascertained  to  be  defective  and  subject  to  be  dealt  with 
during  1958  : 

Number  in  which  action  was  taken  on  reports  by  : 

Under  Over 

16  yr*.  16  yr*. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


i.  Local  Education  Authority  : 

a.  While  at  school  or  liable  to 

attend  school  .  3  1 

b.  On  leaving  Special  School  ....  —  — 

c.  On  leaving  Ordinary  School  5  3 

ii.  Police  or  by  the  Courts  .  — 

iii.  Other  sources  (transfers  from 
other  districts,  re-ascertainments, 

etc.)  .  1  — 


2 


3  5 


9  4 


5  S 


R.  Particulars  of  cases  removed  from  Register  during  1958  : 

Under  Over 


16  yrs. 

16 

yr*. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

i. 

By  reason  of 

death  . 

—  — 

— 

— 

ii. 

De-classified  . 

. 

—  — 

1  1 

8 

ii. 

Removal  to 

Mental  Deficiency 

Hospitals 

. 

5  1 

— 

iv. 

Transfers  to 

other  districts 

1 

1 

2 

4  1 

12 

10 

Particulars  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 

31st 

December 

.  1958  : 

Under 

Over 

16 

yrs. 

16  yrs. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

i. 

Statutory  Supervision  . 

21 

19 

54  61 

ii. 

Voluntary  Supervision  . 

— 

— 

17  21 

iii. 

Under  Guardianship  . 

— 

iv. 

On  Licence  from  Mental  Defici- 

ency  Hospitals  . 

— 

1 

—  — 

21 

19 

71  82 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  figures  that  19  mentally 
handicapped  persons  were  removed  from  The  Statutory  Super¬ 
vision  and  Voluntary  Supervision  Registers  during  the  year. 
This  was  a  direct  result  from  re-assessment  of  mentally  handi¬ 
capped  who  had  worked  regularly  after  leaving  school  and  who 
it  was  felt  were  able  to  cope  with  every  day  happenings.  The 
parents  of  the  mentally  handicapped  concerned  were  appreciative 
of  the  fact  that  supervision  was  no  longer  necessary  particularly 
as  they  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  if  help  should  be  needed  in 
future  application  has  only  to  be  made  to  the  Mental  Health 
Service.  It  is  felt  that  the  boys  and  girls  who  are  ascertained 
on  leaving  school  as  feeble-minded  should  on  proving  their 
ability  to  fit  in  with  a  normal  community  pattern  be  given  the 
chance  of  re-assessment  either  at  18  years  or  21  years  of  age. 
and  1  hope  that  in  future  years  it  will  be  possible  to  re-assess 
further  mentally  handicapped  with  this  view  in  mind.  Many 
parents  although  appreciating  the  fact  that  continued  interest  is 
being  shown  in  their  children  after  leaving  school,  however  do 
feel  the  stigma  of  having  their  children  assessed  as  mentally 
deficient,  and  if  they  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  re-assessment 
can  take  place  in  future  years,.  I  feel  that  thev  will  accept  the 
ascertainment  with  much  happier  feelings 


Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  attending  Occupation 
Centres  on  the  31st  December,  1958 


Centre  Supervisor  Under  16  yrs.  Over  16  yrs. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Wombwell  ....  Mrs.  E.  Large  ....  7  9  3  3 

Hemsworth  ....  Miss  Porter  ....  2  3  1  — 

RamsleyC.R .  Miss  Smith  ....  6  1  14 


15  13  57 


All  the  children,  with  the  exception  of  one,  under  the  age 
of  16  years  who  are  able  to  benefit  from  training  at  Occupation 
Centres  are  in  regular  attendance  either  at  the  Ramsley, 
Hemsworth  or  Wombwell  Occupation  Centres.  A  special  ’bus 
is  run  to  bring  the  children  into  the  Wombwell  Occupation 
Centre,  and  the  children  attending  the  Rarnsley  and  Hemsworth 
Occupation  Centres  are  either  accompanied  by  parents  or  a  paid 
escort.  Any  travelling  expenses  involved  either  by  the  child  or 
parent  are  covered  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  In  line 
with  the  Education  Authority  free  meals  are  provided  where  the 
family  income  is  low,  otherwise  a  charge  of  Is.  Od.  per  day  is 
made  for  the  provision  of  dinner.  No  financial  assistance  is 
given  towards  the  provision  of  clothing. 

Wombwell  Occupation  Centre 

During  the  year  the  number  of  children  in  attendance  at 
the  Wombwell  Occupation  Centre  was  28,  and  the  following  table 
shows  the  age  groups  attending  : 

7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21 

yr*.  yr*.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs. 

Males  ...  3  —  2  4  1  —  —  —  1  1—  2  —  —  — 

Females  ...  1  —  1  —  —  3  3  1  2  —  1  —  —  1  — 

The  average  daily  attendance  has  been  75%,  there  have  been 
3  regular  absentees,  one  of  whom  has  transferred  now  from 
the  Occupation  Centre. 

The  Parents’  Association  has  been  very  active  and  has  raised 
money  which  has  been  spent  on  social  amenities  for  the  Children 
and  the  Centre.  Mention  also  should  be  made  of  the  active 
support  given  by  the  Wombwell  Rranch  of  the  Society  of 
Mentally  Handicapped  Children,  Rotary  and  the  Church 
Movements. 

The  Supervisor  and  the  two  Nursery  Assistants  have  worked 
hard  during  the  year  and  a  happy  atmosphere  has  been  achieved 
between  the  Staff,  children  and  parents. 
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An  outing  to  Mablethorpe  was  enjoyed  in  June,  despite 
inclement  weather  conditions.  Again  the  weather  could  have 
marred  the  Open  Day,  which  was  to  have  been  held  in  the 
grounds  of  The  Gables,  but  as  a  result  of  hasty  arrangements  and 
the  co-operation  of  the  Chapel  Trustees,  the  Concert  was  held 
in  a  local  Sunday  School  and  the  “Day”  was  saved. 

An  evening  Nativity  Play  and  Christmas  Concert  was  given 
by  the  Children  at  a  local  Chapel,  which  was  well  attended  by 
parents  and  friends,  and  the  proceeds  went  towards  an  excellent 
Christmas  Partv  for  the  children. 


Group  Training 

Facilities  for  training  adult  mentally  handicapped  who  are 
unable  to  attend  Occupation  Centres  are  provided  by  Group 
Training  Classes  held  in  various  parts  of  the  Division,  or  in 
case  of  phvsical  handicap  or  domestic  commitments  by  home 
visits. 

There  are  four  classes,  and  many  of  the  adult  mentally 
handicapped  attend  all  classes  and  are  issued  with  travel  vouchers. 
Classes  are  held  in  the  following  districts  : 


Monday 
T  uesday 
Thursday 
Friday 


9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.ni. 
9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  40  p.m 
9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 


Darby  and  Joan  Club,  Royston. 
(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

Parish  Hall,  Wombwell. 

(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

Ambulance  Hall,  Worsbro’  Bridge. 
(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

Old  School  Clinic,  Darton 


In  an  endeavour  to  bring  the  Group  Classes  in  line  with 
the  Occupation  Centres,  a  meeting  of  parents  was  called  in 
October  and  as  a  result  a  Parents’  Association  was  formed  under 
the  name  of  the  West  Riding  Mental  Health  (Division  No.  25) 
Association.  The  Association  has  so  far  raised  funds  to  take 
the  adult  mentally  handicapped  who  attend  group  classes  or  who 
are  visited  at  home,  to  a  Pantomime  in  the  Early  New  Year. 

Also  in  order  to  further  interest  in  the  work  carried  out  at 
the  Group  Classes  a  small  exhibition  of  the  work  done  was  staged 
at  the  Divisional  Office,  and  T  was  impressed  by  the  support 
given,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  was  little 
publicity.  The  support  was  such  that  it  is  considered  that  it 
would  be  worthwhile  to  stage  an  Annual  Exhibition  covering 
every  aspect  of  Mental  Health  Work. 

I  would  like  to  make  mention  here  of  the  support  given  to 
the  Occupation  Centre  and  the  Group  Training  Classes  by  the 
Parents’  Associations,  the  N.A.M.H.  of  Wombwell  and  Rarnsley, 
the  Rotary  and  Inner  Wheel  of  Wombwell. 

As  a  matter  of  general  interest,  I  set  out  on  the  next  page 
the  disposal  of  all  mentally  handicapped  on  the  Supervision 
Register  for  the  whole  division. 
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Accommodation 

During'  the  past  year  12  cases  have  been  admitted  to  Mental 
Deficiency  Hospitals  for  short  stay  periods.  T  am  pleased  to  say 
that  the  facilities  are  gradually  extending  as  it  is  a  great  boon 
both  to  the  Local  Authority  and  the  parents  to  feel  that  short- 
stay  accommodation  is  available  in  emergency  or  in  order  to  give 
the  parents  a  brief  respite. 

Due  to  the  opening  of  the  Children’s  Mental  Deficiency 
Hospital  at  Dronfield,  two  of  the  urgent  cases  have  been  accom¬ 
modated,  but  there  are  still  two  children  awaiting  urgent 
accommodation,  but  T  am  hopeful  that  the  situation  will  become 
easier  during  1959.  The  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board 
despite  the  still  overcrowded  conditions  do  their  best  to  give 
every  assistance  in  providing  vacancies.  However,  on  two 
occasions  during  the  year,  due  to  the  impossible  bed  position,  the 
Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  have  come  to  the  help  of  the 
Division  and  have  offered  beds  in  their  Region. 

As  a  result  of  the  Royal  Commissioners’  Report  many  cases 
in  hospitals  have  been  reviewed  and  next  of  kin  were  visited 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  their  reaction  to  the  suggestion  that 
patients  bv  discharged  and  re-admitted  on  an  “informal”  basis. 
Many  regarded  this  step  with  alarm  as  they  felt  the  patients 
needed  supervision  which  thev  could  not  provide.  However,  on 
assurance  that  the  patient  would  still  remain  in  hospital,  but  on 
a  purely  voluntary  basis  they  were  agreeable  to  the  discharge  of 
Order.  So  far  21  patients  from  this  division  who  are  in  Mental 
Deficiency  Hospitals  have  been  discharged  and  re-admitted  as 
Informal  patients.  The  four  mentally  handicapped  who  were 
admitted  permanently  during  the  year  all  were  admitted  as 
informal  patients. 


DISPOSAL  OF  MENTALLY  HANDICAPPED  ON  THE 
SUPERVISION  REGISTER  FOR  THE  WHOLE  DIVISION 
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(Provision  has  yet  to  be  made  for  one  girl  under  16  years  of  age  for  training  purposes.) 


Mental  Health  After-Care  Service 

Particulars  relating  to  discharges 
from  Mental  Hospitals  during  the  year 


(Vol.) 
Section  1. 

(Cert.) 
Section  16 

Death* 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Storthes  Hall  . 

18 

25 

7  13 

2 

3 

Stanley  Royd  . 

6 

3 

—  — 

1 

— 

Middlewood  . 

4 

— 

-  - 

1 

— 

Scalebor  Park . 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

28 

29 

7  13 

4 

3 

Of  the  above  discharges  60  were  visited  with  a  view  to 
after  care,  and  disposal  was  as  below : 

After  Care  Register .  34 

Re-admission  to  Hospital  .  14 

After  care  not  required  .  13 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  49  on  the  active  after¬ 
care  register,  and  approximately  258  visits  were  carried  out 
by  the  Mental  Health  Social  Worker.  In  addition  to  these 
visits,  which  at  times  have  of  necessity  to  be  lengthy,  there 
have  been  many  short  casual  calls  which  are  not  recorded. 

It  would  appear  that  after-care  is  taking  an  increasing 
amount  of  time,  and  will  become  of  greater  importance  in 
Preventive  Medicine  as  the  years  progress. 
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Tabb  &  Moore  Ltd.,  George  Yard,  Barnsley. 


